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March 2018 Newsletter 
 

Weather Permitting, Field Clean-Up and Preparation, Saturday, April 7th  
 

Remember Club Field Day, April 7th (rain date: April 8th).  Come help out with the spring clean-up!  
 

By Fred Meyer (date unknown)  
The RC Propbusters of Salem Connecticut is a charter 
club of the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA), an 
academy founded in 1936 to further the interest and 
progress in model aviation.  A group of aviation 
enthusiasts led by Henry Struck of Haddam and 
Edward Avena of Waterford formed the Propbusters 
and joined the AMA in 1937 as Charter Club 191. 
The RC Propbusters has grown and changed as the 
technology changed and today focuses on radio 
controlled models and currently has 150 active 
members.  We have a well maintained flying field 
located off Route 82 approximately 3.5 miles east of 
the Salem Four Corners.  The club welcomes new 
members and individuals interested in trying out our 
interesting and challenging hobby. 
The variety of this hobby ranges from micro sized 
aircraft and helicopters suitable for indoor flying to 
giant scale models powered by gasoline engines with 
wing spans up to 150 inches & aero-tow gliders with 
wingspans up to 34 feet. 
If you have an interest, come to our field; there is 
usually a member there who will give you the 
opportunity to try flying a trainer type model either 
powered by an electric motor or a methanol fueled 
engine. 
 

Take a look at our web site www.rcpropbusters.com 
and you will be able to see the range of interest by  

 

 

scrolling through the photo albums and visiting the 
many links on our web site. 
You will find links to the AMA (an organization you 
must join before you can join our club), applications 
for membership to our club, meeting dates, event 
schedules, and more. 
We hope you will join us as a participant or observer 
and you will understand why this hobby nurtures 
interests in science and engineering, both careers 
that are badly needed to assure the technical 
leadership and growth of our country. 
Sincerely, RC Propbusters Incorporated  
  Public Relations Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

RC Propbusters of Salem CT  

www.rcpropbusters.com 

Jim Holzworth, Newsletter Editor 
jimholzworth@gmail.com, 860-885-9260 

 

AMA Club No 191 

Founded 1937 

 

Meeting dates: Third Tuesday of every month @ 7:30PM. 

Meeting location is Salem Public Library, CT Route 85, 

about one mile north of Salem Four Corners. 

Man must rise above the Earth — to the top of 

the atmosphere and beyond — for only thus will 

he fully understand the world in which he lives. 

                                              — Socrates  

http://www.rcpropbusters.com/
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INSTRUCTORS 

TOM VERNON CHIEF PILOT 860-859-1584   JOE COMEROSKI HELICOPTERS 860-848-3184 

DENNIS DUPLICE FIXED WING 860-376-6230   ED DEMING HELICOPTERS 860-884-3222 

ROBERT LARSON BOTH 860-526-2267   MARK O’CONNELL BOTH 860-460-8835 

BERNIE LISKOV FIXED WING 860-460-7095   LEN BUFFINGTON * GLIDERS 860-395-8406 

KYLE SWAIDNER ** GLIDERS 860-405-5304   RICHARD CROOKS FIXED WING 860-446-0050 

* Len Buffington is a Glider and Aero-Tow expert who can also help you with fixed wing flying. 

** Kyle Swaidner flies everything, and also is offering to introduce you to sidearm and discus launched GLIDERS. 

If you are a student, hook up with one of these men and get trained. 

Any club pilot can train you, but an instructor must sign you off. 

 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

   

   

Tips & Tricks 
Relatively inexpensive home-made contraption for balancing model airplanes.  
 
From Ken Myers (http://www.theampeer.org/cg/cg.html), 
“It works every time, is fairly simple to use, and it's accurate. It can be made of 

almost anything kicking around the 
workshop, a piece of 1 x 2 (or 2 x 2) 
wood about a foot long; a piece of 
1/4 or 3/8 dowel also about a foot 
long; some flexible but strong rope 
about 1/8" in diameter; a pulley you 
can hook up to the ceiling (preferably 
over a bench where your plane can 
sit), and a little plumb bob.” 

 
 
 
 
Read all about it at:   

Ken Myers (January, 2018). Fore and Aft Balance: Initial Safe Center of Gravity 
(ISCG).  http://www.theampeer.org/cg/cg.html 
 
For additional information about the “Vanessa CG Machine” check out 
rcuniverse.com at http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/tips-techniques-
180/708060-vanessa-c-g-rig-how.html 
and youtube.com at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afvfShdOuck 

 

   

 

 

 

Jim Holzworth has 
reluctantly agreed to 
take over newsletter 
responsibilities from Fred 
Meyer, as of this issue.  
Fred is, and always will 
be, a Propbusters’ 
treasure. His 
encouragement, advice, 
and wisdom will be 
sought and appreciated 
always. 
  

 
Jim Holzworth 

http://www.theampeer.org/cg/cg.html
http://www.theampeer.org/cg/cg.html
http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/tips-techniques-180/708060-vanessa-c-g-rig-how.html
http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/tips-techniques-180/708060-vanessa-c-g-rig-how.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afvfShdOuck
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Models of the Month 
Jon Green is donating several 
models to the club: a Balsa USA 1/3 

scale model all framed up for your 
covering etc, has some new servos, 
and all additional kit parts are 
there, a 1/4 scale Taylorcraft with a 
g-26 engine ARF, and an Ultima 10 
with a four stroke 90...  He also has 
a DLE 120 engine new with Header 
Kit that he paid $870.00 for, but 
will sell to a club member for 
$700.00.  

Mark O’Connell showed a control 
line plane, a Brodak Buster which is 

a remake of the old Carl Goldberg 
Buster 40 ice wingspan for 19-35 
engine.  Mark is electrifying his 
with a Himaxx 3516 motor and 
ZTW 45amp ESC 2200 3S Lipo pack.       
He is going to paint the fuselage 
and tail, and Monokote the wing: 
red with yellow decals. 

Mike Likar received a handmade gift 
from his wife: a nice hand & 

transmitter bag made from an old 
jacket for keeping his hands warm 
while operating his radio in cold 
weather.   Ask Mike for more details. 

 

 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

Mark Thompson 
showed a clip from a 
documentary film he is 
producing about 
Propbusters: “Untold 
stories of the many 
hobbyists belonging to a 
New England Radio 
Control club called the 
RC Propbusters” 
  
 
See club videos at 
rcpropbuster.com. 

 

 

 CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:  

        WWW.RCPROPBUSTERS.COM       

 
If you want to add something to the 
website, you can do so on the forum or 
contact Mark Thompson at  
 mark2@sterlingtec.net            
 
Submit ideas and tips for the newsletter to 
Jim Holzworth at jimholzworth@gmail.com 

  
 

 
 

Mark Thompson, 

Propbuster and filmmaker 

 

 

Mark Thompson showed a 

clip of his video.   

 

 

Hey guys, if you can get 

http://www.rcpropbusters.com/
mailto:mark2@sterlingtec.net
mailto:jimholzworth@gmail.com


4 

 

 

  

Minutes of the Mar 20th, 2018 RC Propbusters Meeting 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM with 24 members present.  

Minutes of the Feb 2018 meeting read and accepted.  

Treasury report:  

o Opening balance $37,696.05 

o Income and dues – $870.62 

o Expenses - $0 

o Ending balance $38566.67 

Read and accepted. 

Events for 2018:  

- Hopefully will stop snowing for the field cleanup day. 

- Need volunteers for Fred’s and the Electric event. 

- Denis is organizing the pylon event. 

- Shane will help Mike to organize the neighborhood fun fly event. Date will be decided next month. 

Old Business:  

- Indoor flying ended with a profit. Thanks for everybody who came to fly. Will try to do it again next year. 

- PA system: Joe gave an update about the available possibilities. It will cost about $300 - $400. Runs on 110V. More to follow. A 

motion was approved to allocate $400 for a sound system. 

- Club Field day: April 7th (rain day: April 8th) Come help out with the spring cleanup! We will get a roller for that day. With this 

much snow we may not be able to roll the field. 

- Container: we can get a 40’ limited use, wind and water tight with the possibility to add a door for about $2500 for container + 

$1500 for door. Delivery is $900.  

Bill brought up the idea to get two 20’ containers instead of one 40’. One for the mover, the other for storage. This setup would 

save the price for a door. 

New Business:  

- John Green: would like to donate a 1/3 scale PT-17. Has a DLE-120 engine for sale to a club member for $700.  

Also a ¼ scale Telecraft, a Ultima-10   

- Shane: proposed to do over-seeding for the field in the fall. Grass seed is expensive ~$250/100lb bag. Up to now we were doing 

“everything wrong” for growing grass. 

For field cleanup we want to: seal the tables, cleanup the field, repair benches. 

We will get a quote from Chem-Lawn and True-Green to see what they offer. 

- The Landlord of the flying field did pass away. The club will send flowers. Tom proposed to name the field “Stu-Gadbios 

Memorial field” to be placed above the sign at the entrance of the field 

- Add the flyer for the East Coast Swamp Flyers Swap Meet. 

Good and Welfare:  

- N/a 

New members 

- Hossein Nadimi &  Bradford Koider 

Show and tell 

- Mark: Electric Line Control with asymmetric wing 

- Other Mark (Thompson): did show his video about model airplanes. 

Club Officer attendance:  

__x__ President      _____ Vice President      _____ Treasurer       __x___ Secretary        __x___ Security Officer 

 

Adjourned at 8:30 

Respectively submitted by Peter Sylvester.   

 

 


